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s compared to 1954, the year that Larry Andrews, Marcia Glaser, 
Helen Jones and Fred Myers founded The HSUS in Washington, 
D.C., we confront a very different landscape for animal protection 
today. We live in an era of global trade and commerce and commu-
nications; rising incomes throughout the world and enhanced human lon-
gevity; the industrialization of many forms of animal use, particularly agri-
culture; and a much keener understanding of animal cognition and behavior. 
These changes and others that have transformed society during the last 
60 years present both challenges and opportunities for our organization.
Since most of the industries and interests that we confront have ex-
panded to operate on a global scale, we must meet them there. That’s why 
we’ve created Humane Society International, with staff in 17 nations and 
growing. You’ll see in this report that we are making gains internationally 
on the major issues that we also confront domestically—shark finning, 
needless killing of companion animals, factory farming, dogfighting and 
many more.
The intensity of some forms of animal use has become more acute 
through the decades. Within The HSUS’s lifetime, for example, factory farming has not only 
emerged but has overtaken pasture-based agriculture throughout much of the developed 
world. Animals raised for food have been moved from outdoor settings where they could 
experience a decent life into warehouses and sometimes into crates where they can barely 
move. With rising incomes, increased meat consumption has swelled the number of animals 
raised in the U.S. and globally by billions, with disastrous implications for creatures born into 
this misery.
At the same time, there’s been a true revolution in the study of animal behavior and in-
telligence. Scientists have taught us about the memory of elephants and even their capacity 
to grieve for fallen family members. We’ve learned about the complex social lives of whales 
and communication between dolphins. As a consequence, informed people can no longer 
tolerate ivory poaching or commercial whaling. We are moving toward a global consensus 
that we must end these forms of killing, enabling the rise of wildlife-watching programs that 
promise a far bigger economic yield. We’ve learned so much about the emotional lives and 
intelligence of dogs, great apes, pigs and even chickens. With greater understanding must 
come more empathy and compassionate action.
Humans have always demonstrated incredible ingenuity and innovation, but at no time 
has the pace of technological change been more rapid. Aircraft shuttle people across the 
globe every day. We’ve seen the advent of the Internet and mobile communications. We’ve 
found alternative means of harnessing energy and made gains in using it efficiently. Similar-
ly, we’ve also found ways to make some forms of animal use obsolete. We can create facsim-
iles of fur that are stylish and functional, obviating the need to kill animals for their pelts. 
And we’ve even developed plant-based proteins that look and taste like meat but without 
saturated fat or hormones.
In this report, you’ll read about how we’ve responded to these challenges and opportu-
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nities. Cracking down on puppy mills and promoting adoption of homeless animals. Saving 
sharks and seals from harm. Battling horse slaughter and horse soring and reminding people of 
the historical significance of these creatures in our society. Moving chimpanzees from laborato-
ries and into sanctuaries. Speaking up for farm animals and urging people to eat with con-
science. Ending cosmetics testing on animals and promoting 21st century science.
Just one year after The HSUS’s founding, at its first annual meeting, our first president, Rob-
ert Chenoweth, said that the spirit that animated the fledgling society was clear: “Driving us to 
organize [The HSUS], beyond all other considerations, was the feeling that the American hu-
mane movement needed a national society that would stand, absolutely, on humane moral 
principles—an organization that would unequivocally, vigorously, adamantly oppose any and 
every kind of cruelty, no matter by whom committed and without concern for who might be 
offended or alienated. … Everyone who took part in organizing this Society agreed on that 
principle.”
Within just a decade and a half, The HSUS had helped secure two landmark animal protec-
tion laws, the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act and the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act. More 
importantly, the organization had assumed its decisive role as one that would take to the entire 
nation a full-throttle program of “helping all animals—everywhere,” while doing all that it could 
to strengthen the work of the local societies through which most of The HSUS’s founders had 
first entered the field. 
In the ensuing half-century, The HSUS and its affiliates have been at the center of the nation-
al and now the global debate about how humans treat animals. We’ve normalized thinking 
about spay/neuter and animal adoption, worked to make malicious cruelty and animal fighting 
a crime and driven the discussion about alternatives to animal testing. 
Today, the values espoused by our early leaders are infused in all that we do. We hope that 
this overview of our 2013 work will inspire you to become more engaged with The HSUS, as a 
volunteer, donor and citizen activist, and draw your support for the anniversary campaign’s key 
goals: Changing the Course of Food and Agriculture, Eliminating Animal Testing, Ending Eutha-
nasia and Protecting Street Dogs Globally, Forging a New Wildlife Management Paradigm and 
Establishing Zero Tolerance for Cruelty (see p. 18 for details).
At The HSUS, our history speaks powerfully to our present, and it calls us to our future, a 
mission and agenda worthy of our founding staff and board members, and worthy of the mil-
lions of people who have placed their faith in this organization and its abiding commitment to 
a cause that remains both urgent and timeless. We thank you for being one of those people, 





































































Readers of All Animals, Animal 
Sheltering and Kind News magazines
118,328
Animals cared for by The HSUS  
and affiliates—through disaster  
relief, cruelty interventions,  
spay/neuter and vaccination 
programs, sanctuaries, wildlife 
rehab centers and more
58,501
Pets sterilized through  
World Spay Day events  
around the globe
